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Program 5 Part 2

Chassis

A good preventive maintenance program will enhance the performance and life expectancy of your chassis.  A scheduled maintenance program is essential to keep your equipment at peak operating efficiency.  Operators or service personnel responsible for the care of this equipment must be completely familiar with the type of maintenance and the frequency of lubrication and inspections required to keep the equipment operating in the most efficient and safe manner.

The following is a suggested checklist to follow in an effort to keep your equipment running.  However, you should consult the equipment manufacturer for its recommended preventive maintenance procedure.

Daily inspections of your equipment is a process of developing good operating habits so that you know how the equipment should perform and what it should sound like.  Part of the learning process of being a good operator is to know by sound, vibration, or performance when there is a problem or something which is not performing as designed.  

Develop the Following Operational Habits:
· Understand what is normal in the feel of the following:  steering system, transmission,


clutch, and the sound of the engine.


· Be aware of the brake and clutch adjustment.
· Watch all gauges.
· Make sure all side mirrors are properly adjusted.
· Keep all windows and mirrors clean.
· Make sure that turn signals and lights are working.
Daily Inspection:
· Fuel level
· Engine oil level

· Coolant levels

· Windshield washer fluid

· Seat belts

· Lights, turn signals, deflectors, dimmer switch, and mirrors

· All gauges and their performance

· Lug nuts, wheel, and rim components

· Parking brake operation

· Drain air brake system (air tank)

· Visual tire inflation

· Physical damage
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Weekly Inspection:

· Batteries (clean and tighten brackets)

· Suspension for broken or missing springs

· Steering system

· Tire pressure & tire wear

· Drive belts for tension and wear

· Oil and grease leaks (wheel seals, transmission, and differential)

· Fire extinguisher and safety equipment

· Mud flaps

· Wash truck and equipment as often as needed

Normal services, which are required, based on miles driven or operating conditions:

· Change oil as recommended by chassis manufacturer.
· Change engine air filter as required.
· Change and/or check transmission and differential lubricants as per chassis manufacturer’s recommendation.
· Check brake lining and wheel bearings.
· Keep tires rotated and matched as per the manufacturer’s recommendations.  Refer to your owner’s and operator’s manual for data..
· Examine all hose’s and belts.
· Lubricate the following:
· Steering gearbox
· Steering column universal joints
· Shifting linkage
· King pins and bushings
· Drive line universal joints
· Hood, latches, and hinges
· Door, latches, and hinges
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Quarterly Inspection:

Perform the Following Tasks:

· High pressure wash

· Lubricate chassis as needed

· Check/change engine oil as needed

· Check power steering level

· Check air supply tank for condensation

· Check batteries and connection

· Check engine belts

· Check/change engine air filter

· Check tire pressure

· Check transmission oil level

· Check rear end grease

· Check brake lining and drums

· Check wheel bearings

· Check king pins and bushings

· Check drive line and universal joints

Visually Inspect for Oil Leaks:

· Engine 

· Transmission

· Rear end

· Wheel seals

· Power steering system

Visually Check the Following:

· Lug nuts on all wheels

· Spring and suspension system

· Mud flaps

· Tire tread and wear pattern

· Windshield and all glass

· Hood, door, and fender damage

· Mirror adjustment

· Fire extinguisher and safety equipment

· Under chassis for loose or hanging hose

Check Performance of the Following:

· Clutch, horn, all gauges, and seat belts

· Air/hydraulic brakes

· Parking brake

· All lights 
· Emergency and turn signals

· Door/hood latches and hinges

· Windshield wipers and washer system


